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News Nuggets – Macomb County News Highlights 
 

Lake and River Fund grants approved 
The Macomb County Board of Commissioners voted on Thursday, May 18, to approve 

seven grant requests under the Macomb County Lake and River Fund to improve water 

quality and overall public health. 

 

The projects range from log jam removal on the Clinton River in Clinton Township to 

pollution prevention measures in Ray Township. 

 

The grants include:  

 

 $25,000 to Clinton Township for log jam removal on the north and main  

branches of the Clinton River and the Harrington Drain. 

 $40,000 to Clinton Township for continued creation of the Township Storm Sewer 

Utility map. 

 $35,000 to Mount Clemens for pollution control measures on the Clinton River. 

 $40,000 to New Baltimore to reduce storm water infiltration and inflow to sanitary 

sewers. 

 $40,000 to Ray Township to clear debris from the Priest Drain and eliminate 

flooding that causes pollution in the Tupper Brook and the North Branch of the 

Clinton River. 
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 $16,125 to Bruce Township to build berms that will prevent soil erosion on the 

Apel Drain.  

 $40,000 to Sterling Heights to repair and prevent soil erosion along the Gibson 

Drain. 

 

 

Commissioners approve grant to continue Head Start program. 
The Macomb County Board of Commissioners voted on Thursday, May 18, to continue 

the Head Start Program offered by the Macomb County Community Services Agency 

(MCCSA). Head Start is a free pre-school program designed for children of low-income 

families ages 3 and 4.  

 

The County Board accepted approximately $5.3 million through a federal grant to 

operate the program from Sep 1, 2006 through Aug 31, 2007. The grant in 2005-2006 

was $5.4 million.  

 

MCCSA’s program offers 44 classrooms that serve 842 children in 22 locations. The 

program focuses on early education, development and parental involvement.  

 

 

Macomb County, MCC collaborate for training on Senior Citizen issues 
The Macomb County Department  of Senior Citizen Services is collaborating with 

Macomb Community College to expand dementia training and other senior citizen 

studies.  

 

 

– more – 
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The Senior Service Department already offers a dementia training course that is a 

requirement in MCC’s  Police Academy Program. The Macomb County Board of 

Commissioners voted on Thursday, May 18, to approve an agreement to expand the 

relationship.  

 

More than 1,000 first responders-including police, firefighters, and emergency 

technicians have received training. Macomb County and MCC continue to develop 

classes and other programs based on gerontology issues.  

 

 

Board receives Michigan Public Service Commission grants 
The Macomb County Board of Commissioners voted on Thursday, May 18, to accept 

two grants from the Michigan Public Service Commission to help low-income residents 

improve home weatherization and reduce long-term energy costs. 

 

The grants include $96,811 for the weatherization program and $44,126 for reducing 

long-term energy costs. The Macomb County Community Services Agency administers 

both programs. 

 

The weatherization program helps clients fix problems with roofs, furnaces and water 

heaters and provides skirting for mobile homes, carbon monoxide detectors and new 

windows.  

 

The energy-efficiency program helps clients reduce energy consumption and lower 

costs by educating them about energy-saving measures and money management 

techniques. 
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To qualify for either program, clients must not have income greater than 200 percent of 

the federal poverty level, which is roughly $40,000 a year for a family of four. 

 
 
Jon Switalski appointed Senior Citizens Services chair 
Jon Switalski (D-Warren) was appointed chair of the Senior Citizen Services Committee 

of the Macomb County Board of Commissioners. He replaces Commissioner Bob 

Gibson (D-Harrison Township), who resigned from the board. 

 

Switalski, 28, is in his first term as County Commissioner representing District 4 in 

northwest Warren. Switalski already was a member of the Senior Services committee 

when he was appointed chair by the County Board on Thursday, May 18.  

 

He also is vice chair of the Legislative & Administrative Services Committee and a 

member of the Budget, Community Services, Finance, Personnel and Rules 

committees. 

 

Emergency Planning Committee Appointment 
The Macomb County Board of Commissioners on Thursday, May 18, appointed Partow 

Guity of Harrison Township to serve on the Macomb County Local Emergency Planning 

Committee.  

 

Guity currently works for the Macomb County Health Department as a toxicologist. Guity 

has a doctorate in pharmacology and chemical toxicology. 

 

The Emergency Planning Committee has bi-monthly meetings to help prepare 

emergency plans and training programs to deal with emergency situations. 
 

# # # 
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